About our Life Membership Recipients - August 2009
The club constitution states that for a person to be considered for Life Membership, he or she has to have been a club
member for more than ten years and made significant contributions to the club in areas apart from simply being on the
committee. As far as I am concerned, the most significant contribution a club member can make to the Shoalhaven
Bushwalkers is to lead walks, and all three of our Life Membership recipients tonight have truly excelled in this
department.
Dot Gallagher
Dot Gallagher has been a club member since the last millenium, at least as far back as 1987. The Club History records
that early in 1988 the President, Stuart Leslie raised the matter of the Shoalhaven Bushwalkers becoming an
incorporated club, and to prepare for this a sub-committee was to be formed. Dot Gallagher was one of the three
members of that sub-committee. Incorporation occurred in mid 1989.
From 1991 to 1998 Dot was famous for organising two annual trips away, to Jindabyne in the summer and to
Blackheath in Spring. In Dot's own words, "What began as a good idea as a result of murmurings about the Snowy
Mountains in the summer, turned into an almost annual event with mostly large attendances. The first trip was held in
1991 when 25 Shoalhaven Bushwalkers attended. The numbers from 1992 to 1998 were 32, 22, 51, 28, 36 and 17
respectively."
Dot's Blackheath trips were planned to coincide with the Rhododendrons in the Mountains festival. They began in
1991 as well, with people staying at Jemby Rinjah Lodge, an award-winning environmental centre near Evans
Lookout. Attendances varied, but the average was around 15 people. As Dot says in the history, "Other members have
organized trips away to very beautiful places, but the Jindabyne and Blackheath trips have been my contribution to the
Club."
Well, they weren't Dot's only contribution.
It might seem strange now, but initially the Shoalhaven Bushwalkers program concentrated mostly on weekend
activities. At first there was only one midweek walk, but the Club History states that "during 1992 the ever increasing
numbers on mid-week walks necessitated the group divide and two grades, On-track and Off-track, were scheduled."
Even when the first Ettremist came out in July 1993, the weekend program was dominant, with the only mention of
Wednesday walks contained in a short paragraph stating "Shoalhaven Bushwalkers has a strong contingent of midweek walkers. Walks are held every Wednesday, destinations vary. Normally there are two groups, one easy and one
medium." It then gave a couple of contact names and phone numbers, which at various times included Dawn Evans,
Elizabeth Backer, Leila Kates and for a long time, Dot Gallagher.
It was not until 1997 that the Wednesday walks program was actually included in the Ettremist, when it was also
agreed that an additional group, an Intermediate category, be formed to offer an alternative level of difficulty and to
relieve the numbers on the other two mid-week walks.
Six years later, at the April 2003 general meeting, Dot Gallagher spoke about the establishment of a 4th walking group
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provide her own walks program as well as organise leaders, so that no additional workload would be imposed on the
club. And so the Andantes were born, with the so-called retired Dot putting the program together and leading many of
their walks herself.
Apart from the Jindabyne and Blackheath trips in the 90s, and because Wednesday walks were not programmed in the
Ettremist, I could find no details of Dot leading walks prior to 1997, but I am sure that she must have. Even if she
didn't, since 1997 Dot has led over 80 walks, which averages out to leading a walk around about once every six weeks.
This is an outstanding contribution by anyone, but especially by someone who will very soon be receiving an OBE!
Congratulations Dot!

Lauri Ball
Lauri has been a club member for about 15 years, joining in 1994. Those who know Lauri will find this hard to
believe, but it seems that Lauri was reasonably quiet for his first three years at the club. He is first mentioned in the
club history for giving a presentation to a general meeting in 1997 entitled "the woes of being a tour guide". There
could not have been that many woes for Lauri, because from 1997 to the present day, Lauri has been a tour guide on
just about the same number of walks as Dot, like her averaging about one walk every six weeks or so as well.
Also like Dot, Lauri has organised many trips away for the club. Forest Lodge at Laurel Hill near Tumbarumba, close
to the Hume and Hovell Track is the first to spring to mind. Lauri started organising the Laurel Hill trips in 2005 and
has done it every year since. Lauri has also been organising the annual Canberra Medal Walks Weekend every year
since 2004 as well.
Lauri was also club President from August 2003 to August 2005. During this time his many President's reports, all
written up in the Ettremist, were educational, motivational and inspirational. I remember Lauri's philosophical articles
on "What is Life All About?", "Having a Goal" and "Which type of walker are you?", and his practical articles on
"Bush Manners", "Hints for New Leaders", "Be Prepared" and "Emergency Details". All can still be found on the club
website.
Outside of his presidency, Lauri has regularly contributed other items to the Ettremist such as trip reports and walk
reports, but his most notable were a couple of excellent articles proclaiming the benefits of walking poles to all and
sundry. Many club members have taken up walking with poles as a result of Lauri's articles, and extended their
walking lives.
Lauri is one of the very few leaders in the club to have led activities on all four of the Wednesday walk programs as
well as the weekend program, although given Lauri's dislike of camping, I don't think that he has ever led an overnight
hike, although he assures me that he has actually been on one or two.
Despite his regular trips away, and his regular walks in the Beecroft and Currarong areas, Lauri has not limited his
leadership to the same old same old. One of his most novel ideas was a visit to the indoor climbing centre at North
Nowra a few years ago. If for some reason all of his other contributions did not merit a Life Membership of the
Shoalhaven Bushwalkers, getting Dot Gallagher to the top of that climbing wall would have done it on its own!
Congratulations Lauri!

Ray Dalleywater
Like Dot, Ray joined the club in the late 1980s, and together with wife Robyn has been a member for over 20 years.
Again, it is hard to find out how many walks Ray led in the early 1990s. In the Club History, Hampton Cooper recalls
"I joined the Club in 1989. On the 5-7th March 1990, with Robyn and Ray Dalleywater, I organised a cabin camp and
walks for about twenty members to climb Mount Dromedary, Little Dromedary and explore the Mystery
Bay/Bateman's Bay area."
The club website shows images of Ray and Robyn off to climb Dromedary that year, plus images of them at
Blackheath in the early 1990s. There are also shots of Ray at the Snowy River in 1991, and of Hampton and Ray all
dressed up for a Host a Murder night in Jindabyne in 1993. These were trips organised by Dot, but it would not
surprise me to find out that Ray led some of the walks on those trips ...
I believe that for a time Ray was the on track walks coordinator, but apart from that I could find no mention of any
other official positions held. This is really not surprising, because what Ray does best is leading walks.
Since 1997, while Dot and Lauri racked up their 80 or so walks each, Ray Dalleywater has led as many walks as Dot
and Lauri combined - somewhere around 160. This is an average of once every three weeks. And that was despite a
lean year in 2003 when Ray was diagnosed with, and treated for cancer.
Ray's biggest year was 2001. In those days, the Ettremist was produced every two months, so the program covered
eight or nine weeks. On one of those programs, Ray's name was down as leader for six of the on-track walks. In total,
Ray led 23 walks in 2001 - which meant that during the year, he led a walk on average every second week. This was
obviously half of all the on-track walks for the year!
Ray Dalleywater has led more walks than any other Shoalhaven Bushwalker, and truly deserves his life membership.
Congratulations Ray!

